Et. 8, Frederick, Md. 21701 
2/8/75 
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dear Peter, ' * ' 1 / ( 

Thanks for taking the time. You confix® what I suspected, to the degree you know 
ib. If it was about that particular incident, it was this strange character •4Lfton. I 
have a copy of what he sent the Times (not you personally) and it was in 1963. 

,^I 30 quite proud that even behind my beck go few claims of inaccuracy have been 
Jaadfi. o date not one to ay face and no single complaint of unfairness. With the volume 
of work I’ve printed and with the like of Buie in direct confrontation and Foreman 
fleeing it, not a had record. 

AM I* a glad that there was no problem for you, that Jerry got it twisted. That 
is what bothered me* 

I’m glad you included a copy of the story because while I remember it well, with 
your usual care you had picked up the confirujatLon I had. I did not single -source. 

I was accurate. The FBI was not. Their other inaccuracies precluded a definitive 
d en i al to you because it would have Bade a controversy about the other errors. 

And in ell oi this nobody asked how the FEE could have been so wrong, or was this 
a way to run an investigation, with so many masked .^nd unanswered questions. 

This has gotten so to thinking. I road, the *a**n when it ease after midday the 
recollections are on jay Bind. I want to record the® because I do not keep a journal and 
soa© of it is topical today. It will also be a way of saying that while X sa t:Rlrpm to 
be one who overstates, the contrary is generally true. Those knowing less about the data 
are not always in a good position to evaluate. 

I remember nota only the story but the circumstances surrounding it. I aid not 
tell this in the next book, which recouMs in xeroxes of the official documents tbs 
sudden rush to get that camera back into official hands md in. the Archives, whence none 
could get it save by suit, nowever, when it was relevant to nothing the same government 
that si-asoiEuth Paine’s camera refused to return it to her. 

There was a Minority depart show on Channel 5, la tar syndicated, to which all the 
^oa..dssion members and most of the lawyers had been asked. ~11 declined. But the show bad 
much impact and was syndicated. Prior to the syndication the staff ask ed for and was 
given a Majority depart show. Fairness doctrine notion. 

I learned about it, knew of the rejected invitations, and wrote kWffi-TV that when 
reciprocal courtesies were extended, as the senior member of the minority I would accept. 

They called me up laughing md said if I really wanted to face a gang-up I was on. 
base ground, rules, pr e l iminar y discussion to agree the night of December 5, taping the 
next night. I broke off a pleasant evening with klangiacomo ^‘eltrinelli end Ruggiero 
Orlando and vent to the statical to find zayself alone. The Cosrdssion staff refused to 
debate me in a gang-up. 

But X’djexpected this to happen. So, I arranged two things? not to release the 
book prior to the taping so I’d not blow what 2 had, of which this FBI report sad the 
pictures were not in ay^view the most significantf and to give the break to a friend who 
had been kinder to ae than any other ccsaamicator. Jack Mcpfcney, then of WCAU, Philadelphia. 
His show was aired the night before your story appeared. And I did it. 

Ait at the time the government decided that it Just had to get that camera in its 
hands the bock was not out. The printer Md it and prior to that there had been only four 
xerox copies. I know where they went. X did not send me to J. Edgar Hoover. However, before 
the printer had copy Hoover undertook to respond to charges I’d not yet jaade. I n^ver could 
get a copy of his release from the FBI, but the Tiraes printed it verbatim. 

The timing of the rush to get the camera is in these documents in Photegrpphic 
’Whitewash, mju -will see there that blank receipts were signed for it and it was hand-carried. 
They Just did get it into official hands before the book was out. Just . 

4 Hoover knew in advance the content of that book. I can’t believe that Harrison Malis- 
bury, xko ooney , ell or Channel 5 gave him a copy. A t is easier to believe that there 
was fooling with the mil. The copies 2 seat ay ^ondon ' agent had these problems. What I 
smt first class never did reach him. What I seat ickured never failed, I have coarunica- 
ticas with him on this. Pretty much the same cost se ‘“ritish pu blic ation of the first book, 
aim established by dated coiar-uueiatiQns from his and a publisher. 
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There was a fair amount of thin. Twice with two German publishers. 

The late Saint Sdgar was pretty upti#t about it. I did not them know that the 01k 
was curious enough to take its own stops. I learned this the next years, as - now recall. 
I ha to records of the entire business. 

j}q ( x can t be certain about the source, X aa of the fact, that hoover knew 

tW content of the''fcBW book and undertook to answer it while it was uapuolishea and 
when it was in publisher hands? and that the rush to get tbs camera was so great, the 
procedures so unorthodox, they had to know their deadline, which x*d not announcer*. 

Xour story reports part of tills rush* Tte next book published all -he records I 

coula 

The iiifersaace of sinb?eiliane© and, interference is not, i think, unreasonable. In 
otter cases X know it is fact. 


It was impossible to do more checking than I did, in part becuase the government 
had gotten rid of the casera. In the- next book you* XI find one particular picture with 
the same history only with that they had to got it hack several times, t has never been 
published. I could not locate a duplicate of the camera. Finally I did, after such more 
t.h» r , a year. I did check with lay camera shop. The FBI would not even give* se a published 
press release. Hoover never answered ne on anything . v- bat I wrote ^ was scours we. The re- 
enactment by the FBI was a third loss in tine than, the tine attributed to the crime. 

The ffflT knew the Sapruder film had been, cut and frames removed. It was silent about it, 
before I brought it to- light and afterward. Liebeler at least on the HoairLsslori staff 
knew it «nd he, too, was client. I have since learned of other and vital excisions. 


Understand these are in the ori g i nal , after it left -“alias. 

The mm is dead arid it now snakes no difference, but Sapmier lied to you. % gave 
me an accurate account of those things of which he*d talk, like the nunber of showings 
he had for agents and when they brought people in to see the copy he had, one of the 
original Dallas, dupes. (Copies appeared to have been pirated in the original processing.; 
Where he woulon t talk is about money, how much ho got. *t was more than the official 
story of $25,000, which he gave away. He would not say how such and he would not practice 
his contract and Life had already coafirs®d to me that it was enormously more. Hie would not 
let me* tape the interview and I didn't sneak a tape but I made notes immediately. 

You correctly understand my intention, to present the evicenee I can and to let 
people do their own thirddng. I know of nobody who has ever presented as much. la facsimile. 
I would do more if it were possible. I moan financially possible. X have the stmi in 
wri and it is irrefutable. Especially what the CoKsissioa did not have. 

Perfection is not a state of man. On fact I do strive for it. % books are rough 
drafts because there is. too much 2 feel won* t get done unless X do it, so I press on to 
otter matters. I never Svoid conf rente. tion on fact end in recent yearn I - have been doing 
my test to arrange it. You should have seen tills in Whitewash IV, where I dared charges 
of perjury agai ns t me. Hot, I add, for the first time. In confidence until it happen 1 
now- tell you of the next. It is less than two weeks away. 


In Civil action 2501-70 I sued for the spestrogrepfcic analyses. In what la not 
perjury only if it is all semantics, the government deceived Sirica, who was willing enough 
to te deceived. Tpis case went to the i%presKs Court and is one of fto«r cited in the Senate 
debates on amending the law (5/30.74) as requrlng change in that exemption. The Senate is 
specific; it is overriding that decision. 

As coon as I got the sore imediatc of the Kay work ofi sxy back I started exhausting 

my administrative remedies all over again. They have been stonewalling. Ii we do not have 
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what I seek the day the amended lav becomes effective, that day I will file a new suit. If 
I can find the money 1*11 have a press conference and copies of all the papers 1*11 be 
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giving the court. Lesar is doing Ms preparatory work now anti I’ve drafted for him a 
lengthy affidavit to he attached. Attached to the affidavit will be documents, proofs. 

The government will have aid no>» has what 1 regard as serious problems. If they 
give me what I ask for they admit deliberate fraud in the Warren ■deport and on the basis 
of all the records outside the FBI (tnose I’ve not soon) deception of the Commi ssion. 

The whole thing will come apart. 

Xf they give ja& what seems to support the official ny thology * I have in ray possession 
aore than enough to prove they have contrived another fake. And if they refuse they fly 
into the face of the Congress, which was explicit on this particular suit. 

Meanwhile, I’m going to dtssp a load of solid proof on them in the court record 
and they 11 have a difficult Has pulling ao re false swearing. 

fhe FBI always *J3«w X never made a £%km claim or charge and probably knew I had 
the proof. Kov the lawyers know it. This is the only case of Sis four I’ve lost. Where 
I’ve seemed to lose it is because they gave me what I wanted. I did get a summary judge- 
sent once. 

They have power and I cion t. But what art? they now g w j n g to do? 

ho Waldron has his answer: they'll take care of so. 

X doxi^t expect it. But he saw what I’ve done in the Say case. A t includes proving 
that the FBI agent who swore in both cases swore falsely in the Ray case. Be did not 
appear to do. end himself and the State did not even consider trying to rebut. It had 
neither hira nor another rebuttal witness and did not cross our witness on this point . 

I ’a building a hell of a record in court, Peter. The papers are not reporting it, 
but it is there, subject to challenge and without any challenge. 

Despite all our considerable handicaps we did. such in the Bay evidentiary hearing. 

Wo Bade each of the State’s rebuttal witness our own. kidnapped the©, each ana every one, 
and csach an- every erne was a Kgjggg surprise witness. (The state finally gave us a fake 
list, not one of whoa* it called on rebuttal.) It got so rough on the State they took a 
recess to deliberate their course. I baa hardly gotten into the corridor arai lit up when 
that bear arm of ’‘‘ar tin’s was Imaging me and asking, “Baroid, you old /astard, don’t you 
know what overkill ls? M c ° 

In the end you will find it this way with ray JFK wort. 

I’m getting tired and I'a weary of being broke, so I hope it is soon! 

Vihcn I net with you and dczxe Roberts there was another nan. He oat opposite you, 

I think was shorter and chunky, with gray hair and I think an accent, And vanr*4t Corcy 
on the crew, too? I didn’t seat him but I hoard he was. If Gene is the one who was at 
the Archives. Without a Soeing-oye dog he did not distinguish Mas s if . 

I ve wandered again to inform you. If the papers - and it will be for the first 
tisse- pay any attention to this new suit it sight be the* end of a xmtional travail and 
it will bn the end oi the gruesome fiction. She first esse went to the ‘tiareme Court with- 
out a single news story. And without testimony from a stable witness, either. This tine I'a 
starting to make the record before the- beginning. 


Best wishes. 


Harold Weisberg 



